
One Heart, One Mind: Statement of Solidarity & Cooperation 

WHEREAS the Aboriginal Nations have an inherent right of self-determination including jurisdiction 

relating to the children and families of those Nations; 

WHEREAS Indigenous People have the Right to Self-Determination and the Right to Survival, Dignity and 

Well-Being. 

WHEREAS our children and our families are our foundation now and in the future. They must be honored, 

respected, and recognized for their inherent value regardless of age, gender, circumstance, ability, sexual 

orientation, residency or Nationhood. 

WHEREAS the negative impacts of colonization, separation from family and community, past and present 

Federal and Provincial policies, regulations, Acts and legislation must be addressed through lasting, 

culturally appropriate solutions that are community driven. 

WHEREAS Aboriginal People as defined by Section 35 of the Constitution of Canada recognize that our 

children and families are the cornerstone of our Nations. 

WHEREAS despite the geographic challenges, cultural diversity, and mainstream systemic barriers, we 

assert that “we are all here to stay.” 

WHEREAS we embrace the following principles to ensure we are successful in our endeavors: 

1) Our children are sacred. 

2) Aboriginal children are connected to their families, extended families, communities and Indigenous 

Nations and have a right to understand, respect and honor their own identity. 

3) That relationships are built upon mutual trust, transparency, openness, respect and accountability. 

4) We have a shared responsibility to ensure our children, families and communities are held central to 

our present and future as Aboriginal people. 

5) Decision making must be informed by, and in the context of, our Aboriginal communities. 

6) That differing views contribute to the process and we are committed to working through issues on a 

consensus building model for the greater good of our children. 

7) We realize that holistic, culturally grounded approaches are crucial to achieving the balance required 

for heal thy and effective relationships at the individual, family, community and governance levels. 

WHEREAS to bring positive change and to advance our common purpose: 

1) Our jurisdiction over the health and well-being for Aboriginal children and families is acknowledged, 

respected and honored. 

2) The interests of all Aboriginal people are considered in decision-making. 

3) Our unique identities are respected, while pursuing collective goals. 

4) The protection and integrity of our inherent connection to our land and resources is important for the 

vested interest of our future generations. 



5) That administration and delivery for the health and well-being of our children at the local, regional, 

provincial and national levels is coordinated to maximize efficiency and ensure success without 

compromising quality or accountability. 

6) Fair and equitable access to opportunities exists for Aboriginal stakeholders that have a vested interest 

in the future of our children and families. 

7) That self-sufficiency for Aboriginal families and communities will be the constant underlying objective in 

our mission to effect positive change. 

WHEREAS our voices are unified in our pursuit of the individual and collective survival, dignity and well- 

being 

of our children, families, communities, and Indigenous Nations and agree that: 

1) The Rights of the Child are paramount and protected; 

2) The Right of Indigenous families and communities retain shared responsibility for the upbringing, 

training, education and well-being of their children, consistent with the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous people, will be upheld. 

3) We will come together as Indigenous peoples to exercise our Right to assume responsibility for the 

safety, survival, dignity and well-being of our children through the design, delivery and evaluation of 

programs and services for our children and families. 

4) We will seek the resources necessary to build capacity where needed and to address gaps in services 

with a view to long term sustainability. 

WHEREAS the Residential School Apology made by the Government of Canada makes the following 

recognitions: 

- Two primary objectives of the residential schools system were to remove and isolate children 

from the influence of their homes, families, traditions and cultures, and to assimilate them into the 

dominant culture. 

- These objectives were based on the assumption aboriginal cultures and spiritual beliefs were 

inferior and unequal. 

- Indeed, some sought, as it was infamously said, “to kill the Indian in the child.” 

- Today, we recognize that this policy of assimilation was wrong, has caused great harm, and has 

no place in our country. 

- The government of Canada built an educational system in which very young children were often 

forcibly removed from their homes, often taken far from their communities. 

- The government now recognizes that the consequences of the Indian residential schools policy 

were profoundly negative and that this policy has had a lasting and damaging impact on 

aboriginal culture, heritage and language. 



- The legacy of Indian residential schools has contributed to social problems that continue to exist 

in many communities today. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we affirm our commitment made on November 29, 2007 to the 

‘All Our Relations’ A Declaration of the Sovereign Indigenous Nations of British Columbia and on January 

25, 2008 to the ‘Walking Together to Keep Indigenous Children at the Centre’ Declaration of 

Commitment. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we the undersigned commit to working in Solidarity and 

Cooperation to design, deliver and evaluate programs and services for our children, families, 

communities, and Indigenous Nations in a way that is consistent with our common cultural beliefs and 

systems that improves our overall quality of life. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT qualified support for the Indigenous Child at the Centre Action Plan 

will require further opportunity for input into the Action Plan through engagement at the Union of BC 

Indian Chiefs, First Nations Summit and BC Assembly of First Nations meetings. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT we commit to the establishment of an Interim Chiefs Child and 

Family Wellness Council that will take primary responsibility to: 

- Amend the Indigenous Child at the Centre Action Plan to reflect input from community, frontline 

workers and leadership; 

- Develop a workplan to advance and implement the Indigenous Child at the Centre Action Plan; 

and 

- Develop the Terms of Reference for the First Nations Child and Family Wellness Council. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT we commit to working with an Indigenous Child at the Centre 

Caucus, to be developed, to promote unity, communication, collaboration and cooperation for the health 

and well-being of 

our children. 

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT as Indigenous People, bound by One Heart and One Mind, we affirm 

our commitment, our unity, and our moral, spiritual, traditional, and political accountability to work 

together in a Nation-to-Nation and community-driven process to secure the individual and collective 

survival, dignity and well-being of our children. 

Signed this 23rd day of July, 2008 at Spences Bridge 

 Signed by Chiefs of the Nlaka’pamux, Secwepemc, St’at’imc, Tsilhqot’in and Okanagan 

 


