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BC M6tis Federation -Presidents Message-

This update I am very pleased to write to members given the significant
developments affecting Metis people in BC and Canada.
The historic Daniels Case was won 9-0 in the Supreme Court of Canada in

April after L7 years of fighting in the courts. Metis and Non Status lndians
are all impacted but the question for us all now is to understand what this
means? There is much confusion and questions and as an organization
we are rebuilding b vision to shape how the Daniels Case will be
interpreted for our members and partners. Therefore we are taking steps

to redefine the future and holding a forum to assist people the !ega!

interpretations of what the Supreme Court of Canada has decided.

We continue to move forward and there is no question we are in new and

exciting times. Having said this we need to continue addressing current
issues and must work together to support the continuing resurgence of
Metis culture and enable more opportunities to reconnect our families
and communities for the future.

Watch for many new and exciting updateS on our website in the coming
weeks and months.

Keith Henry
President
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Daniels: A New Threshold? - Joe Desjarlais

Canadians woke up on April 14 to the news that The Supreme Court of Canada
granted a declaration that Metis and non-status lndians are "lndians" under s. 9L

Qal of the Constitution.

Many will indeed celebrate this form of recognition on this historic day as a

legitimate victory as a step in the hunt for justice.

For too long, as lawyer Jason Madden once opined, M6tis have been treated as

proverbial political footballs, falling between the jurisdictional cracks of this
country. There was no one to turn, for, in the words of the high court, "policy
redress."

The ruling opened up the question of M6tis identity, and appears to support the "many ways of being M6tis."
It appears that restricted definitions and traditional historical definitions that have been endorsed and
encouraged by certain M6tis groups and governments in Canada to maintain status quo relations are
challenged by this ruling, and it is unlikely that current relational restrictive models will hold or remain valid:

ln the words of the court, "M6tis can refer to the historic M6tis community in Manitoba's Red River Settlement
or it can be used as a generalterm for anyone with mixed European and Aboriginal heritage."
It appears that restricted definitions and traditional historical definitions that have been endorsed and
encouraged by certain M6tis groups and governments in Canada to maintain status quo relations are
challenged by this ruling, and it is unlikely that current relational restrictive models will hold or remain valid:

ln the words of the court, "Mtitis can refer to the historic Metis community in Manitoba's Red River Settlement
or it can be used as a general term for anyone with mixed European and Aboriginal heritage."

There will be much speculation by M6tis across this country how this ruling will translate to access to increased
programs and services like health care or schooling, exercising rights to hunt and fish, or whether M6tis will
now be included in a seat at tables to reconcile M6tis interests.

Some will look to characterize this ruling in terms of fiscal liability if benefits and claims are to be realized. Fear
of scarcity often dominates the public imagination of Canadians, as well as First Nations. As example some years

back, popular First Nations author Calvin Helin referred to "Worst case Fiscal lmpact," citing among other
factors, the "M6tis factor," expressing apparent fears that if M6tis rights develop further in law, "this could add
billions to existing federal government spending." Then on the eve of the SCC ruling, Sean Fine in The Globe and
Mail ominously referred to "untold costs and complications to Ottawa."

The more discriminating will perhaps recognize by this ruling that as collectives the M6tis peoples in Canada
have a direct Constitutional relationship with the Crown. By extending the legal definition of M6tis beyond the
Powley Test and by defining M6tis as s.91 lndians, Daniels brings M6tis communities into conversation with
broader legal discussions on the nation-to-nation relationship as defined in the historicaltreaty process.

Not all M6tis appeared jubilant. M6tis Academic Adam Gaudry responded dryly on twitter, "And with the tiny
opening the SCC provided in terms of "non-RR M6tis," watch for an explosion in pop-up M6tis in the East

hoping to cash in." Gaudry, an academic with research interests in Red River history, also states, "What Daniels
leaves unexplained is how the M6tis Nation came to fall under Canadian jurisdiction in the first place, federat or
provincial."



Daniels: A New Threshold? - Joe Desjarlais (Continued...)

Speaking to Gaudry's point, amidst the jubilation of victory, M6tis people currently find themselves in a state of

limbo. Are they landless-rights-bearing Canadians with special status or are they a people(s) moving towards

becom i n g self-govern i ng n ations/com m u n ities?

Nobody appears to be asking this question. Not the M6tis National Council and affiliates. The M6tis Federation

of Canada and The Congress of Aboriginal peoples have been silent.

ln addition, nobody is asking what role these organizations will play. Will they "regulate" or will they facilitate?

The practical reality is that by setting themselves up as a 'protection' or 'guarantor' of M6tis 'individual rights'

with national registries they compromise the movement towards self-determining M6tis nations and make

their organizations subject to government regulation.

What is clear is that this ruling makes it even more urgent that M6tis and non-status communities negotiate the

concept of mutual recognition for self-determined indigenous peoples. The courts seem to have indicated that

days of 'splitting the pot' are over and a new possibility for reconciliation has been opened up if indigenous

nations are willing to coexist and establish meaningful partnerships that can be to the mutual benefit of !

everyone.

At this important time the BC Metis Federation calls upon other M6tis organizations to join other forward

looking M6tis leaders across Canada who are speaking in the language of partnership (nation to nation) so that

we can get on with the more important work of getting governments, corporations and courts to begin thinking

in those terms and speaking in that language as well.

ln the spirit of "many ways of being M6tis", BC Metis Federation seeks to establish mutually-recognized

relationships with other Metis organizations in order to support its mandate to facilitate and assist its member

organizations/community/nations in their movement towards self-determination.

We desire to create a shared-future with Metis political organizations that are open to creating policies that

translate competing interests into cooperative action in order to open up possibilities and opportunities for all

M6tis Nations in Canada.

At its best, the Daniels ruling provides the possibility to "consider" M6tis communities as self-determined and

self-governing nations with a unique historical connection to the Crown and First Nations. This also means a

future in Canada where Metis are part of the national imagination that guides the actions of the Canadian

government, its courts of law, and its society.

lf people take the opportunity to open up the national conversation to a broader narrative, this ruling could set

a new threshold for M6tis-Canadian relations for the next L50 years.

Article by Joe Desjarlais
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{lidYou Miss Mdtis CoffeeTsl*?
Yau can watch the show live each week sr browse the archive

of past shows and watch them on-dernand at BCMetis.com.
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The White Buffalo Aboriginal and Metis Health

Society wishes to extend our heartfelt condolences

to the Sherry Arko family.

Sherry was a member of the White Buffalo board of
directors who gave passionately back to the agency.

Her contribution of board governance, prioritizing

culture, ensuring processes and accountability were always excellent.

Her contagious laugh and her desire to see the very best in others and

within our community will not be forgotten.

Sherry volunteered on local, regional and provincial boards, giving of her

time and gifts to each community. Even during her recent fight with cancer,

she remalned active with White Buffalo up to our most recent

board-governance meeting last month.

We are deeply grateful for her contribution and generosity of leadership,

transparency and accountability in our community. We thank her family for

sharing her with us.

White Butfolo Aboriginol ond Metis Heolth Society board members ond

stolf
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Visit to Watch the latest updates

on the Daniels case
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MEDC to Present to National Aboriginal Economic Development Board

M6tis Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) has been asked by the National Aboriginal Economic

Development Board to present on how the work of the British Columbia M6tis Federation Economic

Development Corporation is advancing M6tis economic development outcomes for M6tis individuals and

entrepreneurs throughout the province of British Columbia. This work connects well with the National

Aboriginal Economic Development Board's priorities of "Promoting the lmportance of lndigenous Economic

Development" and "Supporting lndigenous Business".

'We are very encouraged to see that our endeavours with the Metis Economic Development Corporation is

being noticed on a national level.' says Shauna (Collister) Benson, acting Executive Director for the corporation.

'A business plan was created by the BC M6tis Federation to align with the natural resource projects which are

taking place throughout the province. Since inception in July 2Ot5, we have created excellent active

partnerships, encouraged more M6tis business and M6tis communities to come forward to participate and have

been able to put competitive bids together for some of the major projects that are out there. Having expanded

on the original business plan, we are looking at Agricultural, Clean Technology and Aerospace projects, where

we have M6tis businesses that are already able to advance in these sectors, and will continue to move on

opportunities as they arise or make these opportunities ourselves.'

Keith Henry, Presidentof the BC Metis Federation and M6tis EconomicDevelopmentCorporation Board Chair

stated, 'We needed to find a way to be able to support our communities, our businesses and our culture. There

was not a lot of support for this within our framework, so we created a mechanism to help us move forward on

community and cultural initiatives, as well as help our M6tis entrepreneurs. We worked hard to have BC M6tis

Federation recognized as an Aboriginal Partner with many of the proponents in the Province and Ms. Benson

and the MEDC Board has been able to help us move the corporation to the next level. With the positive

outcome of the Daniel's case, we feel this is yet another positive step forward for ourselves as M6tis in the

province of British Columbia.'

On May 31st and June 1st, 2016 the National Aboriginal Economic Development Board (NAEDB) will meet at the

Songhees First Nation. The Board has recently adopted their 2016-2019 Strategic Plan and will meet to discuss

and receive presentations from various organizations regarding the pillars within this plan. This will include

discussions on lndigenous Community Readiness, Promoting lndigenous Economic Development and Building

the Economic Potential of Lands and Minimizingthe Environmental lmpacts. For further information on the

National Aboriginal Economic Development Board and its activities, please visit their website at:

htt p: I lwwln/, n a ed b-cn d ea .com
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Consultation Office to Serve Members

Members and Partners,

The BC Metis Federation Consultation Office (the

BCMFCO) was formed by the Board in late 2015 in
response to growing concerns that grassroots member's
voices were not being included or considered in

proposed development projects. The BCMFCO's mission
is to facilitate and support meaningful participation of BC Metis Federation's grassroots members in
major development decisions in BC.

Its vision: equity for BC Metis Federation members in terms of voice, benefit and ability to participate

meaningfully. !n order to support this mission and vision, the BCMFCO offers a wide-range of
supportive services to members and to partner communities. These services include, but are not
limited to, liaising with proponents and government agencies, coordinating participation in field
studies, environmental assessments, and reviewing the work of external consultants, conducting
internal assessments and research to support inclusion of Metis Indigenous Knowledge in federal and
provincial regulatory processes, education and skills capacity training for this work, and research
related to the substantiation of Metis Rights in BC.

The BCMFCO has developed, and continues to develop internal tools and resources that members
and leadership from partner communities can draw on to support well-being of grassroots members,
and support participation in proposed developments. This includes the development of a project

registry, a record of communication database, and the launching of a M6tis Knowledge and Land Use
project, on which we will start work in January,2016.

Over the next years, the BCMFCO will grow in size and scope, and as our knowledge of BC M6tis
Federation members, the BCMFCO will issue regular updates, and have regular discussions
regarding development projects in BC. Metis people are uniquely tied to the environmental, social,
cultural, and economic environments in BC, as in the rest of Canada, and BC Metis Federation
members deserve to be included meaningfully in all of the major (and sometimes minor) development
decisions in this province. ln the spirit of Reconciliation, the BCMFCO invites proponents operating
within BC, and proponents with plans to develop in BC to engage with the BC Metis Federation in
dialogue. We need to create a safe space for conversation in order for consultation and mutual
learning to happen meaningfully, and we will endeavour to provide that space for proponents who
wish to enhance their relationship with BC's Metis people.

lf you have questions, concerns or comments, we wish to hear from you. lf your community is getting

requests or notifications from industry or government, we want to support you and your community,
and if you are interested in sharing your M6tis Knowledge, please contact us at the email or telephone
number:

Kelly S. Davison

Consultatrt, BC M6tis Federation Consultation Office

3665 Kingsway #300, Vancouver, BC VsR 5W2
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WendyAlden March 4,zo:16 at r:53 pm

So very glad to just now read the news of the little foster girl being able to remain in BC with her
loving foster parents. Thank goodness for a judge who does have the best interests of the child as

a top priority. Of course, this is not the end of the struggle to maintain her in this loving home
but it's a step in the right direction.

For my little bit of support via emails to Keith Henry in January, I am very glad to have offered
the foster parents maybe more confidence in knowing total strangers cire enough to back them
up with the future court actions. Also, not sure if my email to the lawyer representing them had
any influence, or if it was submitted to the Judge, if so, glad I thought to contact him also.

Bless you & your group for being so supportive too. Let's hope the future court decisions are

similar to today's. Do let the foster parents know I am so very happy for them and also the little
girl.

Sincerely Wendy

fim Stritzel March 4, zo;:6 at 4:r7 prn

Congratulations to the little girl, her foster family and the BCMF on the Court of Appeals Ruling
in favour of the Foster Family.

This great outcome could not have been done without the persistent support and advocacy of
the BCMF leadership and members. Thank you Keith and the rest!

Knowwe will keep doing the same support and advocacy as the case progresses to full appeal
later this year.

Contrast the stance and advocacy of the BCMF with that of the other supposed BC Metis advo-
cacy organization. Difference in day and night. Get it done versus throw in the towel/give up.

Shows which is really looking out for our Metis values, families and children.

Proud day to be Metis. Proud day to be member of gCUf.

Jim Stritzel and Family

Court of Appeal Rutes in Favour of Metis Foster Family
BC M6tis Federation is celebrating the victory at the Court of Appeal with the Metis foster child SS

who will remain with the Metis foster family. This case will continue fonruard and this decision marks
a major victory that our M6tis community applauds.

BC M6tis Federation will continue to support the Metis family and a number of other steps are being
taken to support the best interests of SS,

Comments from our readers
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M*tis lredcration

Via: email I!.1 lenryrfl] []!-lvlctis.conr

De$r tsC Meti* Federation:

I arn writing to exlend my congralulations rcgarding the Suprcme Clourt of
Canada's ruling in the Daniels case. It was a long sruggle and a well-
deserved victory.

Your orglniration is an irnportant one for Mdtis in British Colqmbia and I
appreciate how significant this decision is for you. I look forward to
supporting you as you work with the federal and provincial govcmments to
addre.ss the intmediate and generational impacts of this rlecision.

Yours truly,

Ssott Sr*ssr" MLA
NlfI spsk*spsr${}n

{Albcnri*Pnci tis ft.i rn}
ftrr Ah*riginal ltelati*rts e$d Rc*r:ncili;rti*rr

i+ Provi ncial Govern ment Correspondence

Scott Fraser, MLA of the Alberti-Pacific Rim Constituency and NDP

spokesperson for Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation, has written BCMF

to congratulate us on the Supreme Court of Canada's ruling in the Daniels



Mr Keith Henry
President
Britrsh Columbia Metis Federation
300 - 3665 Kingsway
VANCOUVER BS V$R $W2
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0ear Mr, Hshry:

I am wriling in regards to conversations that occurred during our meeting of December
2" 2015,I committed during that meeting to follow up with you on a number of questions
and issues. Since that time, we have had the opportunity to look inlo lhe matters you
raised in more detail and so I wanted to provide you with the following information.

You raised the topic of the upcoming celebrations for the 150rh annivsrsafy of
Confederation. Specifically, you asked how and if Aboriginalorganiuations and peoples
would be invited to participate. As you may be aware, preparations fcr and
programrning related to these celebrations are being led by Heritaga Canada. Following
our fileeting, we have had discussions with colloagues at that Depailment" Heritage
Canada would be pleased to discusr thte matter with you further at your convenience
and is best placed to provide you with additionalinlormalidn on how your organization
and its members may be able to access programs and funding aimed at ensuring a
strong Aboriginal partieipation in celebrating lhis impo(ani landmark in the history of
Canada. Contact information for Heritage Canada related to the Canada 150 Fund for
project and initiatives in British Columbia is as follows:

Phone: S*4-$fiS-*{7$ *r t**$S-St t-il*55 {toll-fre*}
Fax: Sil4-SS$-35S8
Email. PCH.br*-wr*, P*Hffilranmdfi,*fr

Mail: Canadian l-leritege
Canada 150 Fund
351 Abbott Street, Suite ISS
Vancsuver BC V6* 0S$
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INAC and BC M6tis Federation Progress

BC M6tis Federation continues to work with Federal and Provincial governments on M6tis governance and

lssues surrounding our Nation. Please find the recent correspondence from lndigenous and Northern Affairs

Canada.
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I am also pleased to be able to inform you that our Minisler extended the engagement
of Mr. Tom lsaacs as Ministerial $pecial Representative, Mr. lsaac willbe continuing his
work to explore and provide recommendations on how the Government of Canada can
best rnove forward with partners toward a new reconciliation framework on $ection 35
M€tis rights. This engagement prCIcess is a key step fonarard on a palh of reconciliation
and renewaltoward a shared prs pcrous future for the benelit of M6tis people and all
Canadians. A report willbe prepared for the Minieter sutnmarizing what was heard
during lhese exploratory talks, along with key recommendations from the Ministerial
Special Reprercntative about how best to move fonuard. lt will be at the Minister's
discretion as to whelher lhe report will be made public.

You also asked for information related to programming offered by our office. As you
may be aware, the funding offered by my office for representative organizations is
provided thrnugh the Aboriginal Representative Organization - Basic Organizationa!
Capacity funding prograrn. Program details- eligibility and applicalion process can be
found on the lndigenous and Northern Affairs website at:
httn://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.galgng{1fi9-S6_9-91J4943113SS6$$171$38#h2-3.
Should your organization apply for this prograrn, your application will be given alldue
and proper consideration by my office.

Should you requrre any additional information on any of the above. do not hesitate to
contact me and I willendeavour to clarify where and as possible. Similarly, should I

have inadvertently not addressed any matler that was raised, please let me know.

Lastly, I would like to sincerely thank you for having taken the time to come and meet
with us at our office. During the last few months we have had the opportunity to sit down
with a nurnher of representatives from different organizations. The informatiort you
shared with us regarding your orgsnization's perspectives, view$, and astivities was
genuinely appreciated and valu*d as part of our ongoing effort to build strong and
positive relatianships with ltrl6tis peoples across thi* country.

$incerely,

-f
f

*J*$.
.&.**

lmn Ketch*$sft
illrector
M$tis *nd Nffn*$tmtu* lndian R*lati*ns ilir**t*rate

INAC and BC M6tis Federation Progress

(Contin ued )





SBclrdtis

Help Support the

BC M6tis Federation

buy purchasing M6tis

sashes, Red River

carts, Flag, T-shirts

and pins.

www.bcmetis.com
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Beading Workshop University of BC with Ballie Redfern

BC Metis Federati on Membership

The BC M6tis Federation has three categories of Membership

o BCMF Full member

o BCMF Associate member

o BCMF Honourary member

The BCMF Membership Application package consists of four parts:

. Application Form

o Statutory Declaration Form

o Consent to Release Form
o Genealogy Diagram

To download the application package and review further

information, please visit: h.Ep;/lh cmetis. com/ m e m be fs hiql

Join the

Discussions on

Facebook @

&BcM€tis
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Donate now wift..
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Dlrect6ns &Executive and
i

Board of

Directors

Keith Henry-President (North Vancouver): K.Henry@BCMetis.com

Rene Therrien-Vice-President (Terrace): R.Therrien@ BCMetis.com

Joe Desjarlais-Secetary (North Vancouver): J. Desjarlais@ BCMetis.com

Betty Fisher-Treasurer (surrey): B.Fisher@BCMetis.com

Ken Fisher-Director {Vancouver): K.Fisher@BCMetis.com

Baillie Redfern-Director (Vancouver): B.Redfern@BCMetis.com

JJ Lavallee-Director (surrey): J.Lavallee@BCMetis.com

Staff and Contractors ,

Sherry Daniels- Office Manager: S.Daniels@BCMetis.com

Earlene Bitterman-Project Coordinator: E.Bitterman@ BCMetis.com

Shauna Benson-Executive Director M6tis Economic Development Corporation:

S.Benson@bcmetis.com

The Update Company - Website / Email Marketing: Admin@SCMetis.com

Culver and Co. - Financial Accountants / Annual Financial Statements

WH
Support Open ond Tronspsrent

grass-roots M etis Democracy

Cheques made out to the

"BC M6tis Federation

Society"

BC Metis Federation

300 - 3665 Kingsway,

Vancouver, BC, VsR 5W2

Direct Deposit

Scotia Bank

4299 Kingsway, Burnaby

BC VsH 125
Account# 7A54A A044415

Further lnformation
r . r ! l,
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BC M6tis Federation
300 - 3665 Kingsway,

Vancouver, BC, VsR 5W2
1(604) 638-7220

Email : I nfo@bcmetis.com
On the Web:

www. h*m*tis " c*rn
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