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LILLOOETS ASSERT RIGHTS IN COURT

BRADLEY BOB VS THE QUEEN, APRIL 16-20, 1979

During the week of April 16 to 20, 1979, the case of Bradley Bob vs. the Queen was heard in Lillooet District Court, Judge De Bolt presiding. Bradley Bob, a Fountain Band member, was charged with fishing against a closure, contrary to the Federal Fisheries Act. The charge

out of an incident July 17, 1978, when Lillooet arose Indians defied a 2-day closure on the Stuart Lake run by the Department of Fisheries. Bradley Bob, fishing on the Bridge River Band side of the river, happened to be the one charged. On the Fountain Side, Victor Adolph Junior was charged on the same count, though his charge as well as seven other Lillooet area Indians will be determined by the outcome of the Bob case.

Throughout the year, many meetings have been held in preparation for this historic case. The Elders Council of the Lillooet people and the Chiefs of the Lillooet Tribal Council have had the final word on the choice of witnesses and the legal arguments on which to base the defence. Although the case could very probably have been won on a technicality, the Lillooet people have chosen to argue their case on the basis of their exclusive right to fish.

Months of preparation by the Lillooets and co-council for the defense: Stuart Rush and Louise Mandell of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, have led up to these history making days in court. For the first time, the courts will have to rule on Lillooets exclusive right to fish on fishing stations they have used for generations.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1979

Inside the courtroom, defense lawyers are attempting, through discussion with the court clerk and the prosecutor to persuade the judge to move the court to the only large hall in the area: the Thunderbird Hall on the Lillooet Reserve. By all reports, the judge is not very enthusiastic about the move. Comments like: "T. Bird Hall is all set up,", "Gee it's stuffy in here" and "How are we all going to fit", can be heard in the courtroom and in the hallway.

At 9:55, Court is convened, then adjourned so that the furniture can he moved around and more chairs can be brought into the stuffy little courtroom.

Finally at 10:13, the court begins, the accused Bradley Bob is called, the charge is read and Louise Mandell makes a second application for a change of venue, to move the court to the Hall where there will be enough room for all the people to hear the case. It is of concern for all Indian people. She extends an invitation to the court on behalf of the seven Lillooet hands of the area to use the Thunderbird Hall.

Judge De Bolt replies: "... It's unfortunate there is no facility in this town that is neutral ground. This longhouse may be nice, I don't know, but what if while people said, 'They changed it for Indians but what about us?" The judge reserves a ruling until he has a chance to look at the Hall for himself at the lunch break.

The rest of the morning is spent hearing the Crown's witnesses: the Fisheries Officers who participated in the events of July 17, 1978.

Ben Covey a Fisheries Officer from Nanaimo is next called to the stand and basically recounts the same information as Broom. He describes the scene down at the river: "When Bradley Bob caught the fish, everyone seemed quite happy and of course, the press did their bit. The whole tempo increased."

Randy Webb a Fisheries Officer from Bella Coola and the youngest of the trio recounts the events in the same way as the two previous witnesses.

Then the Crown calls Hans Meyer the local Fisheries Officer who was mentioned time and again by the other officers. He seems to be the most knowledgeable about Indian fishing until he says: "The Stuart Lake run is not good for drying. It's too fat. It's only suitable for canning." The court adjourns for lunch.

Judge De Bolt, the court clerk, the court reporter, the Crown prosecutor, defense counsel, Chief Mike Leech of the Lillooet Band, Saul Terry, Chief of the Bridge River Band, as well as a motley assortment of the curious, go up to Thunderbird Hall to check it out. The judge is impressed. He gives some suggestions about the arrangement of the chairs and tables and goes off to lunch.

It will be the first time a court case of this importance will he heard on reserve land.

At 3 p.m. Court reconvenes with about 150 people present. Ed Thevarge of D'Arcy and Arnold Ritchie of Mount Currie are sworn in as translators, and Ed Thevarge translates the judge's conditions to the people.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 1979

  Defense counsel Stuart Rush submits documents which back up the Lillooets' assertion of their exclusive right to fish, twenty-one exhibits, from both the Indian Reserve Commission 1871-1898, the McKenna McBride Commission 1913, as well as a paper by Robert Lane and Barbara Lane entitled Recognition of B.C. Indian Fishing Rights.

[PHOTO] [CAPTION] "Many meetings were held to prepare for the trial. Here al a meeting in March, Victor Adoph, chief of the Fountain Band tells Chief Mike Leech of the Lillooet Band, about the fishing reserves set aside for the Lillooet Tribe as told to him by his grandfather Tommy Adolph."

John Edward Broom, a Fisheries Officer stationed at Sandspit on Queen Charlotte Islands is called to the stand. At one point in his account of the events leading to Bradley Bob's charge, he describes the scene down at the river: "There were about 10 press people there ... drums and chanting . . . a lot of noise in general." In cross-examination, Stuart Rush, defense  co-counsel, asks: "You said there were drums and chanting. Did you recognize any songs?" (chuckle) ,"No, I did not." The court is reconvened at 2 p.m. Judge De Bolt agrees to move the court to the Thunderbird Hall on three conditions:

He cautions that if any of the conditions are not met, he will recall the court to the court house. Court is adjourned in order to move.

[PHOTO] [CAPTION:] "Why do these Indians look so happy? They've Just convinced the Judge to move the court to Thunderbird Hall on the Lillooet Reserve: the first time an important Indian Rights case has been heard on home ground."

  Baptise Ritchie age 83 of the Mount Currie Band is called to the stand. He was a band councillor for 40 years and a chief for ten. His testimony deals with the ways that the fish have been depleted. He told the court how he stopped the Owl Creek Fish Hatchery, 7 miles from Lillooet Lake in 1927. And also at the Dominion Hatchery at Seaton Lake: "They blocked the entry to Seaton Lake. No fish got up the river to spawn. They squeezed the eggs out of the salmon and none could live.

They killed all the fish, millions and millions." When asked what the people did after the fish were killed, he replied: "They were pretty scared. They struggled. They struggled, They had to get out in the country to catch deer meat and there was plenty of trout."

  When asked: "Who does your fishing?"

  Baptise Ritchie: Oh, my son, other people. Us people respects our Elders. I don't even have to cook. (laughter throughout the hall)

  Louise: Do you ever fish at Bridge River?

  Baptise Ritchie: Well, everyone is free to fish. This is our fishing ground. The whole Fraser River is Indian fishing grounds.

  No cross examination by the prosecutor.

  Adeline Williams, a 69-year-old great, great grand-mother, married in Mount Currie, originally from the Fountain Band. She has 12 children, 55 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren and 3 great great grandchildren. She testifies about the ways to prepare fish and the effect of the closures on her family.

  When asked why she comes up to Lillooet to fish, she replied: ,"We fish there because it's nice and clean. There's no flies. We prepare our fish as soon as it gets out of the water because it tastes better and it's clean." She stressed that they take what they need and don't waste anything. "Even the eyes. Kids like eyes. We tell them their eyes will get big if they eat the eyes."

  When asked about the effect of the closures, she replied: 

  "When I was young, nobody ever bothered us. We fished until we got enough and then we came up. Nowadays they keep as up until the fish is gone and then we have a hard time to get enough. In the summer that place down by the river is like a reserve. It's an Indian fishing place.d [sic]

  How do you know that?

  My grandmother told me.

[PHOTO] [CAPTION:] "At a break in the trial, the Lillooet elders explained a few things about fishing to a Ideal Fisheries officer. The elders leaning against the car, left to right are Sam Mitchell of Fountain, Ed Thevarge of D'Arcy, and Baptise Ritchie and Harry Dan of Mount Currie."

Louise Mandell makes the introductory remarks for the defense outlining what they intend to do in the trial:

1. Bridge River Band has the exclusive reserve right to fish.

2. The Indian Act defines the management of fisheries and prevails over the Fisheries Act. 

   Will show how Lillooets have managed their fisheries.

3. The exclusive reserve right to fish was confirmed by the Indian Land Commission in 1881 and reconfirmed by McKenna McBride in 1916. Will call Dr. Barbara Lane as an expert witness.

4. The Lillooet people will testlty about the Indian reliance on fish.

5. Bradley Bob, the accused, will take the stand.

6. Indian political leaders will lead evidence on the Indian right to fisheries management.

   Defense calls Sam Mitchell, an 83-year-old Fountain Band member. Mr. Mitchell tells the court many things about the traditional fishing methods. How to make powdered fish, how to make a dip net, the way Saskatoon branches were used to make racked for drying salmon. He points out Indian fishing stations on a large map showing the area where the Lillooets fish. He names the fishing rocks in Lillooet and describes the different ways to fish at each rock. At one point in his testimony.. .

   Louise: How do you know when the fish are coming? 

Sam: Well (pause) I don't want everybody to know that. (loud laughter, then over the laughter) It's supposed to be a secret.

   Judge: You don't have to answer that question.

   Sam: Well (pause) us natives go by the moon. He looks carefully at the Fisheries Officers in the front row, as one of them makes a note.

   Ed Thevarge, 74-year-old Anderson Lake Band member is called to the stand. He has fished at Bridge River for about sixty years, and the chief of his Band for many years. He testifies about Indian fishing laws: taking your turn on the rock, fishing for the Edlers, how to treat the fish, how to bleed the fish "Don't bleed fish in the water... because the salmon will swim away from the smell of blood. People won't have a chance to catch fish from the shore and downstream." How to help the fish (conservation): "Just take the male fish, let the female go by."

   When asked what the people do while waiting their turn to fish, he replies: "Well, we have story telling or singing. The pipe goes around once in a while. Sometimes it's just dreamtime."

Louise (surprised): Can you explain that?

   Ed Thevarge: When there's not many fish, we have dreamtime.

On the subject of education that takes place down at the river, he describes how the children learn various skills from the age of 6 or 7 on up to 12 when the boys learn to fish by sitting close to their father when he uses the dip net. He describes how a dip net works and how a female fish can be released from it, if the Elders think that the run is low.

  In cross-examination, the prosecutor says that the Fisheries Officers tell him that there is no way that the sex of a salmon can be determined. Ed Thevarge explains reluctantly how female salmon are a different color then male salmon, a different shaped head, a different shaped body. The prosecutor then asks how the release of the females is conservation if the males are caught. Ed Thevarge explains that the eggs are deposited so close together in the spawning channel that a male fish can fertilize the eggs of as many as 10 females. The Fisheries Officers make notes.

  Court adjourns for the day and outside the hall, the people laugh and joke. A meeting is called in the hall that night to prepare for court the next day. About fifty people come to the meeting.

Mary Louise Williams

  The evidence of Mary Louise Williams was that she and her family had been fishing down by the Bridge River Indian Reserve in the Fountain Indian Reserve practically all their lives. She gave evidence of how she smoke-dries the fish. She also gave evidence that the fish is different when it's smoke-dried at Bridge River as opposed to Mt. Currie. She told that she had nine children and that all her kids feed off fish. She said that fish is the main diet. She says that her family catches about 700 fish, and the fish are used not only for her family, but also to provide food for the older people in the community. She also bakes and prepares fish for community functions such as funerals, potlatches and so forth.

  She gave evidence that over the years, not only had the fishing gotten bad but the regulations have been more strictly enforced. She said that this year and last year there was a Fishing officer monitoring the trails. Fish is more than food, it is culture and survival. If there was no fishing she didn't know what her people would do. She said she would fight for her fishing rights.

Mary Napoleon

  Mary Napoleon gave evidence on two main points. She takes in foster children from the Bridge River Indian Reserve and without fish, the family simply does not have enough food to maintain themselves. Last year was a very bad year and the family could barely make ends meet.

  She said that she had been away from the reserve for several years and during that time she found herself craving fish. She said it was not satisfying for her to buy fish in stores and restaurants. She craved the fish that she had grown up with. Her kids also crave fish when they don't have it for awhile.

  Bradley Bob, the accused, is called to the stand. He is a 30-year-old Fountain Band Councillor, married with four children. Testified about his early years and how he was taught to fish, the areas that were set aside for Indian fishing as he learned from his grandfather, how they had no restrictions and could fish seven days a week. When asked about how he felt about the restrictions on fishing, he replied: "The closures by Fisheries really affected the people. They always felt it was the guaranteed reserve right to fish any day of the week. It was passed down by my grandparents. It's our reserve right. I was told by my grandfather, 'This is your land and your fish. Don't let anyone take it away.'"

  When asked, "Did you know you were breaking the law?" Yes. Why? Enough is enough.

[PHOTO] [CAPTION:] "The Lillooets' fishing site down at the Bridge River, where Bradley Bob was charged with fishing against a closure, is an important Indian fishing reserve.The wind blowing through the canyon as well as the wetness of the air at night serves to produce a special kind of dried salmon that cannot be made anywhere else."

____________________________________________

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

BRADLEY BOB, APRIL 17, 1979

I'd been fishing for many years and what I'd learnt was handed down to me by my grandparents and my parents and they always told me that it was our land, our reserve right to fish. There was no restriction on it and that we had seven days, the whole week to fish throughout the summer. Now we got 4 days. Then they put that 2-day closure on us last July. It felt that they were taking more days away from us all the time. That's why we protested it. They asked, "Why did you think that the Chiefs drew the line?" I told them, "enough is enough." It's about time that we put our foot down, because they're interfering with our way of fishing.

That weekend before the closure was on, we saw Fisheries all over the place. They were going up and down the river in their boats, even before the closure was put on. I asked in town what was happening, what were they doing? They said they are putting a 2-day closure on us. I was told by the drum group, I was in the drum group at the time and they asked us to go down to the river to sing. I went down and I ended up being the one charged.

I had a permit, the Chief asked me if I wanted to use my permit to fish, so I went fishing. I was fishing earlier before the Fisheries came, then this elder fished after I did, then I fished again. The Fisheries Department came down there, and seized my fish. After I caught my fish they told me not to fish anymore, they said that they were going to lay the charges on me, so I said OK, fine. They didn't charge me down the river, they charged me over at the road. The wife was up at the camp, preparing food for the people that were there all day. She says you might as well go over and get some forks and spoons for the people so I went over and picked them up. Before I even reached my truck, the Fisheries were all around me. They drove up and parked there and said, "We are going to have to charge you. We have your fish as evidence that you were fishing." I said, "Well you are doing your job." Then we went back down, and went back fishing again.

After they laid the charges on us, Fisheries knew that the Indians were concerned, then Freeman said, "I'll promise you that we will give you back your 2 days whenever you want it, during the fishing season." I didn't bring that up in come because I was getting shook up, I was nervous. The way Freeman said it, he didn't understand what an Indian is. Taking those 2 days away from us, right at the beginning of the Stuart Lake run, that's the better fish we, that we preserve, that we can freeze.

[PHOTO]

Now I realize that we're going to really have to fight for our rights. We were going downhill. Now I can see that we're going to stand up and fight. We got to be known, like what's happening here. They're going to realize that we're not going to sit back anymore and let them walk over us. I think after July 17th the people in this area are finally opening their eyes and realizing that we're not fooling around. They realize that we mean business this time. By going through the courts, they're going to recognize what we're doing, what we're fighting for, and what we've always had all our life.

_____________________________________________

INDIAN RIGHTS AND THE LAW

LILLOOET CHIEFS COMMENT

Chief Michael Leech, Lillooet Band

   Stuart Rush submitted some B.C.R.'s, a Fisheries notice of 1976, as well as a political declaration and other relevant documents to prove the Lillooet's participation in fisheries management and conservation. Court was adjourned for half an hour to allow the prosector time to read the material. When court reconvened, Chief Mike Leech read into evidence. The Declaration of the Lillooet Tribe, of May 10, 1911 (see box below).

   Chief Leech then explained how the Lillooet Fish Committee formed in 1976 after Fisheries announced another closure of the fishery. He talked about the increasng harassment by Fisheries: 'We regard the closures and the surveillance by fisheries as harassment." He went on to say that the military tactics of fisheries is leading to a very explosive situation. About the cutting of the nose and dorsal fin, he said: "It's never been our way to do that. Down at the river we fish for food. We do not degrade the fish. It is a very honorable fish. It's against our way to mutilate the fish. It's just not right."

   He went on to explain how the Thompson food fish committee joined with the Lillooet committee since the Thompson people fish in the Fraser River because their fish runs have been destroyed by the power dams.

   When the joint Lillooet-Thompson Fish Committee was formed they drafted an organizational structure as well es an operating budget to start a food fish project which would enable them to manage and control the fishing.

   Defense then attempted to submit a resolution passed by the Committee. The Prosecutor objected to the B.C.R. After the judge read the resolution he called a short break to talk to council privately in his chambers After the break, the judge ruled the document inadmissable as evidence.

   A BCR dated March 17. 1977 signed by Lillooet-Thompson Chiefs, calling for use of the Indian Status Card instead of the Food Fish Lisence was submitted as evidence. Chief Leech explained the reason behind the move and the extent of support of bands. "Fisheries was asking for more information like the social insurance number, on fishing licenses. We feel the Indian status card identifies you as an Indian . . . and entitles you to the right to fish."

   He also told the court about Indian fishing laws at the fishing stations and how the people respect the area. He said that Indians were not responsible for depletion: "Our population has not increased, yet the fish have depleted. I cannot, nor my people, cannot see the balance."

   After lunch, the prosecutor continued his cross examination of Mike Leech. He established that no formal studies of food fish needs, spawning requirements, pollution studies etc. have been done by the Lillooet-Thompson Fish Committee. In re-direct, Louise Mandell, co-council for the defense established that UBCIC has done considerable studies and that they could request information from the mother organization.

Call Chief Victor Adolph, Fountain Band

   Chief Adolph points out Fountain Fishing stations on the map, as well as reserve lands. He told the court that ever since the Hell's Gate disaster, Indians have been blamed for fish deplection.

   The Fountain Band issues their own fishing permits to band members and other people who wish to fish in their reserves. Chief Adolph also told of Fountain land which was expropriated in 1945 under the War Measures Act. 13.1 acres along the river, a prime fishing spot was given back 25 years later.

   Chief Adolph underwent a "rigorous cross" as the Prosecutor tried to get him to say when Fisheries started cutting back on fishing days, when the permits came into effect, and challenged that his grandfather Tommy Adolph had a permit. The Prosecutor asked Chief Adolph to say when he had a permit. The prosecutor continued to ask the question until Defence objected on the grounds that Victor Adolph could not honestly remember. Defence challenged the prosecutor to show the information if he knew. The prosecutor withdrew the question, and tried to establish that Fisheries was open to meeting with the Chiefs. The court adjourned for a short break. During the break, a lot of people shook hands with Chief Adolph in appreciation of the hard questioning he had just undergone.

Call Saul Terry, Chief of the Bridge River Band 

Defense: What happened the week before July 17?

Saul Terry: We were notified that the Federal Fisheries Department wanted to meet with us on July 12. We did meet. I believe Mr. Freeman was there, and a man named Mr. Orell. The Chiefs of the reserves were present.

Defense: Did you discuss the closure?

Saul Terry: Yes we were informed of a closure where we generally fish. It was a real surprise. 

Defense: Why?

Saul Terry: We were preparing to fish. We told them it was a too sudden closure. The people expected to go fish. We could not tell them not to fish.

Defense: What was the reaction to the closure?

Saul Terry: At that time the people needed that fish. In past experiences we had a difficulty of obtaining fish. We thought this particular closure and past closures, was taking away our right.

Defense: What was the decision?

Saul Terry: As I recall the meeting came to a point where a hard decision had to be made. We asked the officers to suggest they consider the people of our bands he permitted to fish. People coming in would be told that fishing is water.[sic] Someone hollered, "They are coming." I rushed up a steep hill. I observed three officers coming down. I suggested they consider the people of our bands be permitted to fish. People coming in wou Id be told that fishing is closed, and our people would be allowed to fish.

Defense: On July 17 did you go down to the site in question?

Saul Terry: By word of mouth the closure was not accepted so we were going down to do it. I went home and got my net, then returned to river and explained to the people we felt the right was there. We had been co-operating. I explained our right to fish exists, and advised them you can go fish if you had a particular type of permit. We believed that, therefore, we could go down the river and practise what we believed in without getting arrested. It was on that basis we fished.

Defense: Did you fish in rotation?

Saul Terry: Yes. Fish were caught. Then Bradley Bob took his turn. About that time, he took the dip net into the water. Someone hollered, "They are coming." I rushed up a steep hill. I observed three Feds coming down. I advised they receive a message before they arrest anyone. They should contact the head office in Vancouver. It was about noon. I frankly hoped word would come down from Vancouver in our favour. They proceeded to where Bradley Bob was and stood beside him for about 15 minules. He had not caught any fish. Bradley Bob then caught a fish and they confiscated the fish. Bradley Bob caught another fish. A young fellow took the fish to where I was. The officer grabbed him, twisting his arm, and took the fish.

Defense: Was anything else taken?

Saul Terry: Yes, fresh fish, barbecued salmon and salmon roe. 

Defense: What was the effect on the people barbecueing the salmon?

Saul Terry: My own reaction was of shock. Everyone became very quiet. Everyone was astounded. The singing stopped. Later the singing started once again. We caught a few more fish and proceeded to eat lunch. Afterwards coming from the concession stand I was confronted by four officers. They advised me we should not continue fishing. Someone might get hurt. I said I'd relay the message to the people and see what they said. It was a little afterwards Mr. Freeman said, "Alright, you made your point. Let's talk."

Defense: On that day, why did you take the stand?

Seel Terry: I've been Chief since 1973. I read the same words in documents over and over again: It is the Indian people's right to fish. I believe that. I believe the accused said, "Enough is enough." How tong must a people co-operate where those same people's rights are continually broken?

   I say this because in the past we co-operated the best we could. There comes a time where patience wears. I feet that at that point a climax came, because of the year before, and the year before that. It appeared no one was listening to what was being said. II was these influences that had a reason for our actions.

   I know people on my reserve respect the leadership on reserves, when they say it is our inherited right to fish. They say, "Why do you expect 3-4 day closures?" I say, "But it is there." I believe those marks on the table mean something. The society came to us and introduced it in writing. No one had to come and tell us to write it down. We knew it. If a person has land and does not fence it, it does not mean we respect it less. This applies to our fish. It is Indian food fish.

_______________________________________________

DECLARATION OF THE LILLOOET TRIBE 

To Whom It May Concern:

we the underwritten chiefs of the Lillooet tribe (being of the chiefs of said tribe) declare as follows:-

We speak the truth, and we speak for our whole tribe, numbering about 1400 people et the present time.

   We claim that we are the rightful owners of our tribal territory, and everything pertaining thereto. We have always lived in our country; at no time have we ever deserted it or left it to others. We have retained it from the invasion of other tribes at the cost of our blood. Our ancestors were in possession of our country centuries before the whites came. It is the same as yesterday when the latter came, and like the day before when the first fur trader came. We are aware the B.C. government claims our country, like all other Indian territories in B.C.; but we deny their right to it. We never gave it nor sold it to them. They certainly never got the title to the country from as, neither by agreement nor conquest, and none other than us could have any right to give them title. In early days we considered white chiefs like a superior race that never lied nor stole, and always acted wisely. and honorably. We expected they would lay claim to what belonged to themselves only. In these considerations we have been mistaken, and gradually have learned how cunning, cruel, untruthful. and thieving some of them can be. W e have felt keenly the stealing of our lands by the B.C. government, but we could never tram how to get redress. We felt helpless, and dejected; but lately we begin to hope. We think that perhaps after all we may get redress from the greater white chiefs away in the King's country, or in Ottawa. It seemed to us all white chiefs and governments were against as, but now we commence to think we may yet get a measure of justice.

   We have been informed of the stand taken by the Thompson River, Shuswap, and Okanagan tribes, as per their Declaration of July 16th, 1910. We have learned of the Indian Rights Association of B.C., and also have heard the glad news that the Ottawa government will help as to obtain rights. As we are in the same position in regard to our lands, etc.,and labor under the same disadvantages as the other tribes of B.C., we resolved to join with them in their movement for our mutual rights. With this object, several of our chiefs attended the Indian meeting at Lytton on Feb. 13th, 1910, and again the meeting at Kamloops on the 6th Feb. last. Thereafter we held a meeting ourselves at Lillooet on the lath Feb. last, when the chiefs of all the Lillooet bands resolved as follows:

First -  That we join the other interior tribes affiliated with the Indian Rights Association of the Coast.

Second - That we stand with them in the demand for their rights, and the settlement of the Indian land question.

Third -  That we agree unanimously with them in all the eight ankle, of their Declaration, as made as Spences Bridge, July, 1910.

   In conclusion, we wish to protest against the recent seizing of certain of our lands at "The Short Portage," by white settlers on authority of the B.C. government. These lands have been continually occupied by us from time out of mind, and have been cultivated by us unmolested for over thirty years. We also wish to protest against the building of railway depots and sidings on any of our reservations, as we hear is projected. We agree that a copy of this Declaration be sent each to the Hon. Mr. Oliver, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, the Secretary of the Indian Rights Association, Mr. Clark, K.C., and Mr. McDonald, Inspector of Indian Agencies.

(Signed),JAMES NRAITESKEL, Chief Lillooet Band. 

JAMES STAGER, Chief Pemberton Band. 

PETER CHALAI, Chief Mission Band. 

JAMES JAMES, Chief Seaton Lake Band. 

JOHN KOIUSTGHEN, Chief Pasulko Band. 

DAVID EKSIAPALUS, Chief No. 2 Lillooet Band.

CHARLES NEKAULA, Chief Nkempts Band. 

JAMES SMITH. Chief Tenas Lake Band. 

HARRY NKASUSA, Chief Samakwa Band.

PAUL KOITELAMUGH, Chief Skookum Chuck Band. 

AUGUST AKSTONKAIL, Chief Port Douglas Band. 

JEAN BAPTISTE, Chief No. 1 Cayuse Creek Band.

DAVID SKWINSTWAUGH, Chief Bridge River Band.

THOMAS BULL, Chief Slahoos Band.

THOMAS JACK, Chief Anderson Lake Band.

CHIEF FRANCOIS.

THOMAS ADOLPH, for La Fountain Indians.

Spences Bridge, B.C., May 10th, 1911.

